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F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  D E S K

Lacking anything to report on, since I 
am on call every other week now and 
cant really get to any car club related 
events,  I have decided to pull this 
newsletter article I wrote back in 
2016 when a few Mustang club 
friends and I got together and 
replaced the top on my Mustang....... 

It finally happened.  I was able to get 
my Mustang Club friends together,  
and replace the duct tape top on my 
93 convertible.  I promised myself I 
would never be that guy, the guy 
driving around in a convertible with a 
ratty top covered in duct tape.   But, 
due to different lives, different 
schedules, it just didn't happen until 
now.   

The parts have been sitting in boxes 
in my front foyer ever since March 
of 2015.   They had been sitting there 
so long, there was a nice line of dirt 
silhouetting where the boxes sat once 
I took them away.  Its a miracle my 
understanding bride did not ever ask 
when those boxes would be moved 
and the top be done.  Other people 
kept asking about it though, to the 
point that I had to take pictures of the 
boxes and show them that I really did  
have the new top and intended to 
replace it.  I  just needed to get the 
help of my Friends together to get it 
done. 

After 20 hours of  labor in a hot shop 
at Rusty Rhames house spread out 
over a weekend, we finished it.   
Thank you Rusty Rhame and Mark 
Winderweedle for helping me get this 
done.  Rusty did most of the stapling 
due to experience,  with Mark and I 
doing the grunt work.   Special thanks 
to the ladies, Kay for meals, and 

allowing me to tie up Rusty for the 
weekend, and  Barbara Winderweedle 
for letting Mark spend so much time 
with us that weekend. 

The meat and potatoes of  the top is 
that it is a pain in the Arsenaux to get 
the fabric tight and wrinkle free.  
Now I know why the top guys charge 
so much for the job.  The most 
difficult part of the whole job is 
getting the 2 rear pillars or sail panels 
of the top wrinkle free.  There are 7 
bolts welded to the body of the car 
where the corner trim stick (where the 
top staples to) bolts on.  4 along the 
side of the car, one in the corner, and 
2 along the back.  At the back ends of 
those trim sticks beyond the holes 
where the body bolts to them are 2 
sliding carriage bolts the ends of the 
rear windshield material trim stick 
bolts onto.  Then there are 6 bolts 
welded to the body along the bottom 
of the rear windshield that the rear 
window trim stick bolts on to.  The 
time consuming part is getting those 
carriage bolts to line up with the rear 
window trim stick then bolt it all 
down, raise the top and see where the 
wrinkles are and mark them.  It took 
me at least an hour to figure out how 
to get those bolts to line up.  The 
second time, after fixing some 
wrinkles took maybe 45 minutes, the 
3rd time a little less, but  after that, I 
gave up.  In the manual that came 
with the top is says don't be afraid to 
re-staple and re-glue.  Its not the fear, 
its the disgust and disappointment of 
having to re-staple and  re-glue.  Yes 
there is a little wrinkle in the 
passenger side quarter sail of the top, 
but hey, it looks better than the top on 
the demo video Rusty had, and  the 
no duct tape on my top is such a 
drastic change that no one really 

notices the wrinkle.  I am so happy 
with the result,  you just can imagine.  

Rusty and I have learned a few things 
replacing my top, as mine was 
different than his 2 tops he has 
already done.  He says he is going to 
replace the white top on his 90 7up 
car.  I told him several times I'm in to 
help him with it, eager to try out the 
new ways to get those damn carriage 
bolts to line up.    

The job would probably be a little 
more tolerable in an air conditioned 
environment, but then  I have been by 
a few of the professional shops in 
town, and they are doing this job in a 
hot non air-conditioned shop  just like 
we did.  Therefore,  I would say we 
got  great results doing it ourselves.   
Rusty,  I'm serious about the 90.  Let 
me know when you want to do it, and 
Ill be there.  Thanks again for all your 
help. 

As it turns out,  due to the difficulty 
of scheduling around work and lives,  
Mark and Rusty knocked out the 90 
one weekend when I was on vacation, 
and the end result came out  real nice.  
I was disappointed that I couldn't help 
Rusty as he helped me replace  mine,  
but, I would be willing to help out on 
the next top replacement, whenever 
that will be. 

See you on the Road 

Thomas 

The Pony Express 
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Up

March Birthdays 

P O I N T S  T O  P O N D E R

The first of four MCA National Shows, 
Mustangs Take Flight is only 27 days 
away. The event will be held at the Lone 
Star Flight Museum in Houston, 

Texas.  This should be a great show with all of the 
Mustangs co-located with the World War II planes, 
including a P-51 Mustang. The Saturday night 
banquet at Nasa’s Mission Control will be fun time 
with access to the simulators and exhibits.   

We all know MCA is known for national car shows, 
were you aware that MCA has started having a track 
event in conjunction with a national show? This year 
MCA will host the second such event in Topeka, 
Kansas at the Stampede to the Heartland.  Having a 
track event in conjunction with a show allows more 
members to participate in MCA events.  I mention 
this because I want to ask something of you.  Do you 
have an idea of something that a Regional Club could 
host on a national level?  Something that MCA could 
introduce, promote and assist a Regional Club 
with?  I’m looking for an activity that would draw a 
large participation crowd and something that would 
appeal to a younger crowd.  If you have an idea, no 
matter what it is, bring It to me.  The appropriate 
MCA committee will look into it and see if it’s 
something that can be implemented.  

See you on the road 
Chris 

H I S T O R I C A L L Y  S P E A K I N G
For approximately the last 20yrs, this club has “given 
back” in various ways. This has been through our 
“Adopt a family” ventures, direct donations to local 
charities or assisting a struggling family with back to 
school items. Our Adopt-a-family has assisted 
families that were struggling during Thanksgiving 

with meals and Christmas time with meals and/or toys. We’ve 
assisted in times that a parent was jobless or hurt and unable to 
work and provide for their family. We’ve bought a bus ticket for a 
wife whose mother was very ill, the family had no vehicle, and 
the wife was needed to make this trip. When you’ve seen the look 
on people’s faces that we’ve helped while out and about, even 
years later, it’ll bring a tear to your eye. I personally have had 
grown men come up to me in a grocery store, years after our club 
had helped them in some way, and given me the biggest hug. 
They remember that someone was willing and able to help them 
when they were down and out, not knowing which way to turn. 
We’ve assisted families where the children had never had a 
Christmas tree, much less toys at this time of year that so many of 
us take for granted.  

     This club was part of the founding of the Northwest La. 
Car Council. Together we put on shows to benefit the Percy 
Johnson Burn Foundation. This was a very worthy charity and 
I’m so glad that we could be a part of that organization getting 
off  the ground. There is still a car club that supports them as well 
as the “Camp I’m Still Me”. All of this is still very worthwhile 
and going strong. Ask me about it sometime. I’d love to enlighten 
you about it. We’ve given and continue to give to the Rescue 
Mission, another very worthwhile cause. We’ve donated to the 
Northwest Food Bank. They can take $10 and turn it into $100 of 
buying power. (Kay and I have helped distribute food from the 
food bank and donations go a long way). This club has 
participated in the KSLA fan drive on several occasions. This 
club has participated in several car events in NW La. that relate 
specifically to charitable causes.  

     Remember, this is more than “just a car club”, we’re 
representatives of something much larger. We believe in helping our 
fellow car Dudes/Dudettes—our fellow man! We never know if/when 
we or someone we know and love may need help with something. Just 
knowing that there a people in our area willing and able to assist when 
needs arise.  I’m very proud of the contributions this club has made and 
hopeful that we’ll be able to do this for many more years to come. 

Keep the ponies on the road 

Rusty 

April  

Jeff Crockett 

John Daniel 

Jeanette Daniel 

Matthew Jones 

Henry Laurence 

Larry McCarl 

Kay Stratton 

Cruise to Dinner 

Where:  Ta Molly’s 

 2509 Beene Blvd 

Bossier City, La 

Time:  6:30 

March  

Charlie Patrick 

Jeff Ryder 

Ted Schuler 
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WORLD OF WHEELS 2011

The very first 2019 Ford Mustang Bullitt was sold for a 
price of $300,000 at the Barrett Jackson Scottsdale Sale.  
The new 2019 Ford Mustang Bullitt features a modified 
5.0-liter Coyote V-8 that makes 475hp and 420 lbs. for 
torque, up to 15hp, from a standard Mustang GT.  It   
also has a 6 speed manual transmission with a cue ball 
shift knob, special leather-trimmed Recaro Seats and 
highland green paint, Bullitt badges, and all the goodies 
from the performance package 1. The money raised for 
this mustang went to a charity for the non-profit Boys 
Republic School for troubled youth.   

First 2019 Ford Mustang Bullitt 
Sells for $300,000 

On February 5, 2019, The Ford Co. unveiled the 
new Ford Mustang race car which will compete in 
the 2019 Australia Supercar Championship.  The 
race car will add to the growing list of mustang race 
cars such as the GT4,  NASCAR, NHRA cars.  A 
total of 6 Mustangs will be placed in the 2019    
Australia Supercar  Championship. The mustangs 
will be joined with two from the Shell-V Power 
Racing, three from the Tickford Racing Mustangs 
and they will add an additional car from the 23Red 
Racing.  The races get a kick-off starting February 
29th and extending through March 3, 2019 at the 
Adelaide 500 speed way.  

The 2019 Ford Mustang Supercar 

World of wheels flashback 

World of Wheels 2017 

John Haynes dies at the age of 80 

The owner and founder of the Haynes Report 
Manual passed away at the age 80. The 
Haynes Manual has helped thousands of    
mechanics repair there vehicles over the past 
50 years.  The Haynes Report Manuel has 
sold more than 200 million copies around the 
world.   

 In Loving Memory of 

  Bill Cooksey 

  06-28-1965-02-12-2019 

Bill Cooksey, 53 of the Mopar Magic Auto Club passed away after a brief illness on Tuesday 
February 12, 2019.  Bill was active in many organizations including the Northwest Louisiana Car 
Club council,  The Spring Street Car Museum and served as a board member of the Shreveport 
Bossier Rescue Mission.  He was instrumental in the success of the annual Santa Fun Run which 
provided gifts for children and families.  The Red River Classic Mustang Club extends our thoughts 
and prayers to the family, friends and The Mopar Magic Club for their loss.  Memorials and 

donations can be made in his name to the Shreveport Rescue Mission.   

Congratulations  

Garett 

Garett participated in the Junior   
Olympic fencing event in Denver 
Colorado. Garett scored on every one of 
his opponents who have been fencing 
for years and Garett has only been 
fencing for a few months.  He scored on 
every opponent in his 6 round qualifier, 
even taking a ranked opponent to 
sudden death overtime.   

Way to go Garett! 

In The News 

World of Wheels 2018 
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The Valentine’s Day Cruise to  
Dinner at the Port au Prince was a 
big hit this year.  Many showed up 
to show their love and support to 
our car club.  Thank you Sabrina 
Lane for all the wonderful treats 
and a job well done.   
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When:  March 15-17 

Where: Shreveport Convention Center 

Friday 5pm-9pm 

Saturday 10am-9pm 

Sunday 10am-6pm 

Price:     Adults: $16 

   Children: 6-12  $12 

   Children 5 and under:  Free 

Discount Tickets available at any O’Reilly Auto Parts 

Store location. 

The Red River Classic Mustang club voted not to enter 

the world of wheels this year.  Still bring your family and 

yourself out for a great show.  A lot of fun and great things 

to see and do for the entire family.   

Mustang Appreciation Day 

 April 13, 2019 

 10:30am-1:30pm 

 Orr Ford in Stonewall 

Christians Cruising for Christ 
Annual Car/Bike  Show 

May 11, 2019  10am-2pm 

Salem Baptist Church 

5187 Highway 3276 

Stonewall, La 
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 Upcoming Events  

I'm in Oklahoma as I'm writing this article.  My sister had 
surgery on her other leg.  I arrived here last week with  
below freezing temps and high winds along with the  
threat of snow and ice.  There's more possibility of snow 
again this week.  I hear from Max that the rain continues  
to fall back home.  Hope all stay safe. 

Even though the weather is crappy, this is the month that 
the show season begins.  I can't wait for it.  Sunshine and 
cars  is always a good combination.  Some of us are busy 
getting ready for our trip to Houston at the end of the 
month. I still urge all to get involved in going to the 
national  shows when you can.  You meet so many great 
people on these trips.   

Our next national board meeting will be in May. It's  
usually held in April but this year there's a lot going on  
for that time.  The Mustang Owners' Museum will be 
opening in Charlotte around the time of the anniversary 
date of the mustang. Again, if you have any questions or 
ideas for MCA, please let Chris or I know. 

Donna 

MC A N E W S

President 
Thomas 
797-8385 

Vice President 
Mark Winderweedle 
347-8505 

Secretary 
Chris Ponder 
caponder@gmail.com 
318-393-8533 

Treasurer 
Tina Ponder 
tponder1122@gmail.com 

Show Director 
Kay Rhame 
(318) 929-4226 

Activity Director 
Sabrina Lane 
sabrina.lane@comcast.net 

Internet Director 
Mark Winderweedle 

Member at Large 
Rusty Rhame  

MCA Regional Director 
Chris Ponder 

MCA National Director 
Donna Arends 

2019 Board of Directors 

Red River Classic Mustang Club 

P.O. Box 37724 

Shreveport, LA  71133  

Visit us at  www.rrcmc.com and 
like us on Facebook 

March 9:  2nd Saturday Marshall Cruise in 

March 15-17: World of Wheels in Shreveport 

March 16:  Tails, Tires and Tunes Car Show in 
Logansport La  10M-6PM 

March 23 Mopar Nationals: At First Baptist  
Church in Shreveport (on Ockley Drive)        
we provide judges 

March 29-31: Mustangs Take Flight MCA          
National in Houston Texas 

April 6:Southern Knight Corvette Show, LA 
10AM-3PM  Louisiana Boardwalk    
We provide judges 

April 13: 2nd Saturday in Marshall Cruise in 

April 13:  Ford Mustang Appreciation day at 
Orr Ford  in Stonewall La.  130PM - 330PM 

April 27: Asbury Motor club meet 

May 4:  Boxing food at the Food Bank 9-11AM 

May 11: Christians Cruising for Christ Car 
Show in Stonewall La.  10am - 2pm 

May 11:  MCA National BOD meeting in Dallas Tx 
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