
   Spring is almost here, and things are start-

ing to ramp up in the Car Club world.  We have 

a parade in Vivian this month, and also the 

Saturday car shows over in Marshall start up 

this month.  Nicole, our Activities Director has 

also been busy setting up some other club 

functions for March, as well as the rest of the 

year.  Since we have gained some new mem-

bers over the last few months, and March is 

the cut off date for Dues being turned in, I 

thought it would be a good time to go over 

some pointers regarding out of town shows, 

parades and cruises to restaurants after our 

monthly meeting. 

   Any time we cruise anywhere as a club, we 

always want to have headlights on for safety.  

We also want  to drive 5 miles below the 

posted speed limit not only to enjoy the cruise 

to where ever we are going, but also to allow 

the folks at the end of the line to be able to 

keep up.  If we are traveling on a four lane 

highway, it is best to stay in a single file line to 

allow other traffic to pass.  We also need to 

keep from pulling out into the left lane and 

passing other club members down to a mini-

mum.  After all, we are taking our time to get 

there and enjoy the drive, not drive like 

Speedy Gonzales and get into a potential acci-

dent with another club member cutting in 

front of them trying to get back in line. 

   It is always a good idea to get driving direc-

tions beforehand so if you get lost, you can 

find your way to where we are going.  I usually 

try to send maps, or driving directions via 

email, and also include fliers or web ad-

dresses to sites when available so club mem-

bers can familiarize themselves with the 

route.  If you don’t know how to get some-

where, don’t hesitate to ask someone.  I al-

ways try to get cell phone numbers of some of 

the members who are going so I can call 

someone up ahead in a pinch. 

   If we are going to cruise as a group out of 

town, we always try to plan a meeting place 

and time beforehand.  The time we talk about 

in meetings or email is when we are going to 

leave the designated meeting spot, so be sure 

to get there at least thirty minutes early.  Also, 

if we pass out a signup sheet at the club 

meeting, be sure to sign up and put a cell 

phone or other number where we can reach 

you.  If you are late to the meeting place, and 

have signed up, we can call you to see if we 

need to wait for you.  Our usual meeting 

places are the Whataburger on N. Market and 

I-220 for functions north of town, and the 

Texas welcome center on I-20 for most East 

Texas adventures.  I always try to send out 

email the weekend before the event so every-

one is aware of the when and where we are 

going to meet for an event. 

   In the spring, we often participate in about 3 

or 4 parades.  It is always a great Idea to bring 

something to throw.  If you go to Mardi Gras 

parades and collect a lot of beads, you can 

always recycle these beads.  If you don’t have 

beads, some kind of candy is always a great 

throw.  Beware of candy that could melt or 

hard candy with sharp edges.  Sometimes 

convertibles are needed for carrying dignitar-

ies or royalty of the parade.  If you are inter-

ested in volunteering, it is always a good idea 

to bring some kind of blanket or rug for the 

riders to sit on and have in the seat for them 

to put their feet on.  Most of the time the rid-

ers will have some sort of magnetic sign.  If 

they have a poster they want you to tape to 

the side of your car, only use blue painters 

tape.  This tape is used by the automotive 

industry to tape off cars for painting, and does 

not hurt your paint when pulling it off.  I al-

ways try to have some on hand, but it is al-

ways a good Idea to pick some up if you see it.  

The club also has some magnetic signs that 

we use to identify our club.  If you have an-

tenna flags, those are also a great way to ad-

vertise our club.  I always try to bring business 

cards and applications in the event we meet 

people interested in our club. 

   The most important thing to remember on 

any club outing is to have fun and be safe. I 

try to visit with other club members, talk cars, 

and meet new people.  You never know who 

you will meet at an event, especially out of 

town. 

 

See you out there! 

Thomas Monahan 
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P L E A S E  S U P P O R T  O U R  C L U B  S P O N S O R S  

M C A  N E W S  
     The 2012 show season is finally here.  YEA!!!!  It's 

time to get the pony out and give it a bath and be ready 

to go.  The first MCA National show is this month and is 

in Pensacola, FL.  I will not be attending because all my 

mad money went toward my trip to Phoenix (for Barrett 

Jackson.)  I will be attending the Grand National over the 

Labor Day weekend in Mustang, OK.  For those who 

have registered for this show, please make contact with 

me so I know who is going.  We'll be setting up the time 

and place to meet and head out, so please stay in con-

tact with me. 

      On the local level we have our first parade this 

month.  It's the Redbud Festival Parade.  I encourage all 

our new members to come join us.  We always leave 

early in order to take in some of the festival activities.  

Don't forget that it's on March 17th and remember to 

wear some green.  Let's hope we have a good day for a 

parade! 

      I'll be attending the MCA Na-

tional Board of Directors meeting 

on April 14, so if anyone has any-

thing for me to bring up, please 

let me know. 

 

Donna 

Congratulations to Donna Arends on her election to the 2012—2014 MCA National Board of Directors.   

www.mustang.org 

Where has Ms. Manners Gone! 

     When I was growing up, my mom and grandmother al-

ways insisted on me saying “please” and “thank you”.  I 

was never allowed to interrupt when a person was talking, 

(despite the fact I really wanted to put in my two cents 

worth).  When I refrained from interrupting I realized my two 

cents really wasn’t worth a plug nickel. (Gosh this is really 

showing my age group). 

     I think we live in a world where manners have been 

tossed by the wayside, because no one really realizes how 

disruptive talking in a meeting is rude to everyone around 

trying to hear what is being said, not to mention the person 

who has the floor.    

     I’m not saying not to voice a thought once in awhile, be-

cause otherwise the meeting would be boring. But I am say-

ing the person talking is trying to give you information on 

upcoming events, past events, club reports, etc. Please 

have the courtesy to refrain from holding conversations 

with the group around you so the rest of us can hear what 

is going on. 

 

Thank you,  

 

The sassy loud mouth in the back of the room. 

Can you guess who I am? 



The membership roster is purged of non-paying members after the March meeting.  If you 

have not renewed your membership this might be your last newsletter.  Please fill out the 

membership form in this newsletter and return as soon as possible.  Thanks. 
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www.anecafcu.org 

Hey guys it is officially cruise and show season!  I will touch on 

events that we will attend as a Club but refer to our website for 

other car related events that will be going on each month.  So, 

let's get started.  We start off our month with our monthly club 

meeting at Podnuh's on Mansfield Road in Shreveport.  We will 

then be cruising to Strawns on 70th Street.  Sunday the 4th is 

Import Face Off.  It is a fun show so you should think about 

bringing the Stangs out.  IFO is held at Thunder Road Raceway. 

 Detail are on their internet site 

(www.thunderroadracewaypark.com).  Saturday the 17th is the 

Vivian, LA Red Bud Festival and Parade.  Meeting spot is still 

TBA.  There is not much going on for March but get prepared.   

 

April is the month that everything gets started.  We will start 

cruising to Longview on the first Thursday, Marshall on the sec-

ond Saturday and Colliers Cruise 

Night on Youree Dr. on the third 

Saturday.  The Asbury Motor Club 

events will be on the fourth Sat-

urday.  Mark your calendars and 

get those ponies cleaned up.   

 

See you guys soon. 

 

Your activities Director, 

Nicole Ferlito  

U P C O M I N G  A C T I V I T I E S  

March 
Birthdays 

Dwight Fortson 
Robert Earl Gathright 

Richard Harrell 
Charlie Patrick 
Janette Rushton 

Ted Schuler 

Events to plan for: 

 

April 15  -  “Project Graduation” Open 

show at Airline High School 

 

April 17  -  File your Federal Taxes 

 

April 28  -  Texarkana Show 
 

May 5  -  Show and Shine at ANECA 

Federal Credit Union on Benton Rd. 

 

May 12  -  North East Texas Mustang 

Club’s Hot Dog and Pony Show 

 

May 19  -  Oil City Gusher Days 

 

August 31—September 2  -  MCA 

Grand National in Mustang , OK 

 

September 15  -  RRCMC Mustang 

Roundup and Ford Show 



LAG N I A P P E  

S H OW  N E W S  
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Our show is only 6 months away!!!!! 
 

   Ok.  It’s September 15 to be exact.  So, we still have 

some time to plan….but, since we always strive to go 

bigger, and better, it is never too early to start planning. 

   That said, and I know I’ll probably mention it every 

month from now until September but, I really, REALLY 

need door prizes and goody bags stuffers.  We advertise 

door prizes for the first 100 entrants.  Historically, we 

have given out a door prize to everyone who enters our 

show.   So, we need to collect at least 125 items for 

prizes. 

   Door prizes can be anything.  Think of something you 

would like to receive and you’re off to a good start!  You 

don’t even have to go out and buy items yourself!  You 

can go out to business and restaurants and ask for do-

nations.  Gift cards to restaurants always go over well. 

 

   Goody bag stuffers are even easier.  We usually have 

catalogs, flyers, drink cozies, candy, and ink pens.  ANY-

THING which advertises a business is great!  (i.e. key 

chains, rulers, magnets, flyers, coupons and etc etc!) 

   One last, but one very important, item for our Show is 

sponsors.  And, for the low, low price of just $100 a com-

pany can be a Show Sponsor!  They get their company 

logo on the back of our unique annual Showshirt and 

everything! 

   Our first Show Committee meeting of 2012 will be Sat-

urday, March 24.  Time and location will be announced 

by email and FaceBook update once plans are finalized.  

All are welcome to attend! 

 

Thanks, 

Erin 

Computers and Cars, a match made in …..  

 by:  Mark Winderweedle 

 

    OK, what do computers have to do with cars?  Early 

models, there was an engine, transmission, drive shaft, 

differential and tires.  Either the carburetor was getting 

gas to the engine or it wasn’t.  You need 3 things for that 

engine of old to run, gas, air, and spark.  Take away any 

one of the 3 and the engine won’t start. 

    Newer cars have computers which now control all of 

the engine functions. Computers control the gas going to 

the engine.  Computers control the gas/air mixture.  

Computers control the automatic transmissions.  Sen-

sors all over the engine compartment constantly monitor 

every function of the engine and emissions, when the 

computer dies, so too does the engine. 

    Doesn’t everyone just love that little “Check Engine” 

light?  Check engine for WHAT?  Oh, most people cannot 

check that themselves.  Noooo.  You have to take it to a 

shop and pay someone to tell you what the “Check En-

gine” light means.  Thankfully, some of the automotive 

parts places are now checking your car for free. 

    The parts store devised a clever way to get more busi-

ness from the “Do It Yourselfers.”  They check the sys-

tem and tell you which parts are bad with the prospect of 

you purchasing the parts from them to install yourself.  

Great business idea. 

 The basics of the “Check Engine” light boils down to the 

computer in the car monitoring all of the points in your  

 
 

 

engine and 

turning the 

light on 

when one 

of the sen-

sors gives a reading that is not within the “Normal” 

range.  There is a connector under the dash where the 

technician connects the OBD (On Board Diagnostics) 

scanner.  Then scanner reads the error codes and trans-

lates the code to a part that is providing the out-of-

tolerance reading. 

    Oh by the way, today’s cars now have multiple com-

puters.  The ODB scanners only read the code for the 

engine compartment.  Manufacturer rational (my as-

sumption anyway), if they release all of the specific 

codes, you don’t have to take your car to the shop to get 

it fixed.  You can buy the updated software and equip-

ment from the manufacturer.  It ain’t cheap.  About 

$1000 per year per manufacturer.  You want Ford, 

$1000 per year.  You want Chevrolet, another $1000 

per year.  So on and so forth. 

    Give me back the old days.  Change the points, con-

denser, plugs, and maybe every 2 years or so even 

change the plug wires.  I can’t even find my plug wires.  

Ok, I do at least know there are these “Coil Packs” sitting 

on each plug so I don’t need plug wires running from the 

distributor that isn’t there anymore either. 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

April 2012 
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• 5  Longview Cruise night 

• 7 Club Meeting. 5 PM,  

• 13-14  39th Annual Hot Rod 

Reunion, Bossier City LA  

• 14   Downtown Marshall Cruise 

Night  

• 18  RRCMC Board meeting @ 

Reed Industrial, 6:30 PM 

• 21  Colliers Cruise Nights  

• 28  Texarkana Show 

• 28  Asbury Motor Club Show  

Where did that extra 

day ome from???? 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

March 2012 
• 1  Longview Cruise night 

• 3 Club Meeting. 5 PM 

• 10  Red Bud Festival Rod Run 

Buna, Texas  

• 14-17  Shelby American 50th 

Anniversary Bash, Las Vegas 

• 17 St Patrick’s Day 

• 17  Red Bud Festival and Parade 

Vivian, LA  

• 21  RRCMC Board meeting @ 

Reed Industrial, 6:30 PM 

• 23-25  MCA National, Pensacola, 

FL 

• 28—31  Texas Cobra Club Spring 

Meet , San Marcos, TX  

• 31  21st Annual MOPAR  

Nationals 
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A few sights 

from the Vivian 

Christmas 

Parade 






